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Scissor lifts are commonly used in industrial and commercial construction projects to provide workers 
with elevated access to work areas. While they offer convenience and efficiency, it's crucial to prioritize 
safety when operating and working around scissor lifts. This toolbox talk aims to highlight key safety 
measures and best practices to ensure a safe working environment. 

Inspection Before Use: 

• Conduct a thorough pre-operation inspection of the scissor lift, checking for any signs of 
damage, malfunction, or wear and tear. 

• Ensure all safety features, including guardrails, brakes, and emergency shut-off switches, are in 
proper working condition. 

• Report any issues or concerns immediately to the supervisor or designated personnel. 

Proper Training: 

• Only trained and authorized personnel should operate scissor lifts. 

• Ensure all operators are familiar with the manufacturer's instructions and safety guidelines. 

• Provide training on safe operation, including proper positioning, movement, and emergency 
procedures. 

• Stability and Ground Conditions: 

• Ensure the ground surface is stable, level, and capable of supporting the weight of the scissor lift 
and workers. 

• Avoid operating the lift on uneven or sloped surfaces unless necessary precautions, such as 
stabilizers or outriggers, are in place. 

• Be mindful of overhead obstructions, including power lines and structures, to prevent tip-over 
accidents. 

Fall Protection: 

• Always use appropriate fall protection equipment, such as harnesses and lanyards, when 
working from elevated heights. 

• Securely attach lanyards to designated anchor points on the scissor lift or adjacent structures. 

• Never lean or reach beyond the guardrails of the scissor lift, as this increases the risk of falls. 

• Load Capacity and Distribution: 

• Adhere to the specified load capacity of the scissor lift and never exceed the manufacturer's 
guidelines. 

• Distribute loads evenly across the platform to maintain stability and prevent tipping. 

• Avoid carrying excessive materials or equipment that could overload the lift and compromise 
safety. 

Communication and Awareness: 

• Maintain clear communication among workers, especially when maneuvering or operating the 
scissor lift in shared work areas. 

• Use audible signals or hand signals to indicate movement or potential hazards. 

• Stay alert and aware of your surroundings at all times, avoiding distractions that could lead to 
accidents. 
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